
Goathland Primary School KS2 Spring Term Topic Overview. (Year 2) 
 

Spring 

Term.      
 

 

History – The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England. 
 

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 

 

Activities 

&  

Learning 

Outcomes 
 

To discover when the Vikings 
began to invade Britain.  
Understand when the Vikings 
invaded Britain in the context 
of the history of Britain 
 
Begin to understand how we 
know about the Vikings. 
Understand that our knowledge 
of the Vikings comes from a 
range of historical sources 
 

To explore and discuss where 
the Vikings lived before they 
invaded Britain. Know where 
the Vikings came from. 
 
To discover where the 
Vikings invaded from & 
where they settled. Begin to 
understand why the Vikings 
came to Britain & identify the 
reasons for the Vikings 
settling where they did.  

To discover what made the 
Viking invasion successful. 
Learn about the beliefs of 
Viking warriors. 
 
Explore the Viking invasion 
from the Anglo-Saxon point of 
view. Design newspaper 
reports of the Viking invasion 
from an Anglo-Saxon 
perspective or design posters 
warning of attack. 
 

To understand the 
importance of the Viking 
Warriors weaponry. 
Research & explore Viking 
weaponry & armour.  
 
Understand the reason for 
Viking warrior’s names. 
Create their own Viking 
warrior names. 
 
 

To understand the 
beliefs surrounding 
the Viking Warriors 
weaponry. Design & 
make their own Viking 
shields. 
 

Session 6 Session 7 Session 8 Session 9 Session 10-12 
To understand how the design 
& build of the Viking longship 
helped with successful 
invasions. Discover the key 
features of Viking longships & 
why these made them 
successful in what they did. 
 
To locate relevant information 
& write a fact-file on Viking 
longships. Design own fact file 
in booklet or poster form 

To understand the design & 
build of the Viking longship. 
Investigate the key features of 
the Viking longship 
 
To analyse the design & 
building techniques used by 
the Vikings. Plan a design for 
a longship & evaluate through 
discussion how own design 
could be improved 

Understand the role of 
archaeologists in uncovering 
remains & how information 
about the past can be pieced 
together. Explore discoveries of 
longships & ensure their 
planned ships are of a similar 
design style to an original. 
 
Use their designs to build their 
own ships.  Begin building 
model ships by applying their 
understanding of shapes & 
materials & their properties.   
 

Use their designs to build 
their own ships.  Complete & 
improve their model ships by 
applying their understanding 
of how to strengthen & 
reinforce complex structures.   
 
Evaluate techniques in design 
& explore solutions for any 
improvements. 
Evaluate through discussion 
how their own design & build 
could be more successful 

To investigate & 
explore the lives of 
Vikings in a wider 
context: Homes & 
settlements, trade, 
inventions, gods & 
beliefs etc. 
Research their own 
area of interest & 
create a fact file to 
share with the class. 

 

 



 

 


