
1 
 

How school will be organised from June 1st 2020 
 

Please note these plans may be subject to change dependent on advice from the Department of 
Education, NYCC and teaching unions.  These are TEMPORARY measures as we begin a gradual re-
opening. 
 

 
Question 

 
Answer 

 
Has a suitable 
risk 
assessment 
been 
completed?  
 

 

• The LA has issued a template RA.  This has been prepared with due 
reference to union advice regarding content.   

• School plans are being made using DfE guidance documents and are subject 
to change in the light of any future risk assessment. 

• Individual risk assessments have been completed for identified members of 
staff and additional measures will be implemented as a result.   

 

 
Will school re-
open as 
normal? 

 

• School will open Monday to Wednesday only, due to staffing limitations and 
the need for additional cleaning. 

• The school day will be within the hours of 8.45am and 2.45pm.  This is to 
stagger entry and exit and to allow additional time for cleaning.  (See below 
for further detail.) 

 
Will the usual 
staff be in 
school? 

 
 

• No.  We will be running on very limited staffing initially. 

 
How will staff 
be protected? 

 

• A thorough risk assessment stipulates the necessary adjustments and 
considerations to our working practice. 

• Staff may choose to wear face coverings. 

• Visitors will not be allowed on-site without a prior appointment.  This includes 
families.   

 
Which children 
can be in 
school? 

• Depending on confirmed staffing, children of keyworkers and vulnerable 
children as well as those in Reception, Y1 and Y6 can be accommodated.  
Demand for places appears to be very low so we have space for those who 
have already expressed a need.  

• A maximum of 15 children will be in each classroom. 

• Groups may be split into smaller `bubbles’ to further reduce possible 
transmission, following government advice. 

 
Is it 
compulsory to 
send my child 
to school? 

 

• Whilst attendance is encouraged, no family will be penalised if they choose 
not to send their child to school. 

• If families choose to keep their child home, they will continue to receive home 
learning support as long as staffing numbers permit this. 

• We are not able to offer `ad-hoc’ places.  Attendance is Monday – 
Wednesday. 
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What happens 
if I have a child 
in another year 
group? 

 

• School will follow government guidance to open only to the children stated 
above.   
 

• Home learning will continue to be set for other pupils, as long as staffing 
numbers permit this. 

 
Can I choose 
which group 
my child is in? 

 

• Staff will split their classes taking into account friendship groups as much as 
possible. 
 

• We are sorry but there will be no scope to move groups once they are set by 
staff. 

 
Who will teach 
my child? 

 

• Children will be taught by a member of staff they are familiar with, but this 
might not be their class teacher as some staff will not be on site due to 
isolation. 

 
Will it be 
possible for 
my child to see 
other members 
of staff? 

 

• No.  The DfE recommends that children stay with their allocated member of 
staff for the whole time they are in school.  

• Children will have the same member of staff each day, as long as staffing 
numbers permit this. 
 

 
Where will my 
child be 
taught? 

 

• We will make use of the outdoor environment as much as possible. 

• Classrooms will be used for lessons and for eating dinner. 

 
Will arrivals 
and departures 
be staggered? 

 

• Yes.  To minimise contact on arrival and departure, familes will be given 
different start and finish times as follows: 

• Surnames A-H:  arrive 8.45 -8.50,   depart 2.30. 

• Surnames I-P:    arrive 8.55 – 9.00, depart 2.35. 

• Surnames R-Z:   arrive 9.05 – 9.10, depart 2.45. 
 

 
Where can I 
access 
school? 

 

• Families will not be able to enter school without a prior appointment.  In 
addition, only one family member should drop off and collect, to reduce the 
number of adults waiting on the path outside school. 

• All meetings will be held by telephone, where possible.   

• Children must be left at the school gate.  Adults must observe social 
distancing on the path outside school.   
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Can I take my 
child into 
school? 

 

• No, to minimise contact, children must be left at the main gate, where a 
member of staff will direct them in to their classrooms. 

• Parents are asked not to linger around the school gate to allow others to 
come and go safely. 
 

 
Is Breakfast 
Club available? 

 

• No.  We are sorry that we are currently unable to offer Breakfast Club. 

 
Will snacks be 
available? 

 

• No.  There is no school fruit this term. 
 

 
Can I order a 
school lunch? 

 

• School meals are not available at the current time.  Children must bring a 
packed lunch with them. 

 
Does my child 
need to wear a 
school 
uniform? 

 

• No.  Uniform is not necessary as children MUST wear a complete set of fresh 
clothes each day they are in school.  This is in line with current staff practice 
when in school.  Clothing needs to be practical for indoor and outdoor 
learning. 

• All classrooms will be ventilated, with doors and windows open so clothing 
should suit the weather conditions and temperature.   

 
My child needs 
medicine.  Will 
school 
administer 
this? 

 

• No.  To maintain social distancing we will not be able to administer 
medicines.  If a child needs medicine they must either be given it by a family 
member or be able to self-administer. 

• All inhalers should be brought into school and will remain in the possession of 
the child, except children younger than Year 2.  Their inhalers will be kept in 
the classroom. 

 
Will the school 
have extra 
cleaning? 

 

• Classes will receive a deep clean prior to opening and we will be having 
enhanced cleaning before each school day 

• Children will be expected to help with cleaning by wiping down their table and 
chair with an anti-viral wipe at the end of each day (except children younger 
than Year 2). 

 
Will school 
look the same? 

 

• No.  School looks very different.  The outside area will have social distancing 
markers and additional health and safety posters. 

• Classrooms have been reorganised to facilitate social distancing and to 
provide cleaning stations.   
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What will it be 
like in the 
classroom? 

Base 1: 
 

• Following government guidance, soft furnishings and other difficult to clean 
items have been removed. 

• The availability of resources is significantly reduced to allow for additional 
daily cleaning. 

• Clearly defined areas are marked for different `bubbles’ to facilitate social 
distancing of different groups from each other. 
 

 
Base 2: 
 

• Children must use the same desk each day they are in school. 

• Children can only bring their water bottle and packed lunch (if they choose). 

• Children must not bring pencil cases, bags, toys or other belongings into 
school. 

• Children will be expected to maintain social distancing whilst in school (this 
will be taught) 

• Children will keep their coats with them to avoid contact in the cloakroom. 

• Children will have their own bag of stationery provided by school and will not 
share equipment.   

• When using selecting and returning books, children will be expected to wipe 
their book with an antiviral wipe. 

• Classrooms will have doors and windows open to maintain the best level of 
ventilation we can. 
 

 
What personal 
hygiene rules 
will be 
followed? 

 

• Children will wash their hands on entry to school, before and after using the 
toilet and after break and lunchtime. 

• Teachers will allocate additional times during the day for hand-washing to 
ensure this is done frequently. 

• Children will use tissues if needed and will dispose of these at the end of the 
day or as they go past the lidded bin on their way to the toilet. 
 

 
Where in the 
school will my 
child be able to 
go? 

 

• Your child will only have access to the room their `bubble’ have been 
allocated. 

• Your child and their group will be given an allocated play area outside. 

• There is no need for children to enter any other area of school. 

Will my child 
be able to mix 
with others at 
break and 
lunchtime? 

 

• Children will mix only with others in their `bubble’.  Bubbles will be kept 
separate from each other throughout the day to minimise contact. 

• All play will be non-contact with 2m social distancing being observed. 

• Group games such as football will not be allowed. 
 

 
What happens 
if my child 
needs first 
aid? 

 
 

• First aid will be provided by staff who will wear gloves and face masks. 
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What will my 
child be 
taught? 

 

• The initial curriculum will be largely designed to support the emotional health 
and wellbeing of the children.  This is for all age groups. 

• We will help the children readjust to socialising outside their family and to 
following school rules.  Teachers will re-teach good behaviour for learning. 

• As the children settle and the group teacher feels the time is right, teaching 
will become more academic, focusing on English and Maths, alongside 
pastoral care.   

• Some of the work will be the same as that set for home learning. 

• It will not be possible to make up for all teaching that has been missed. 

• There will be a focus on preparing the older children for transition to 
secondary school under very unusual circumstances.  School staff are in 
touch with secondary schools to agree what transition work will be most 
useful. 

• We will focus on helping our Y6 children to finish their time at Goathland 
School as positively as we can and ensure they are confident to move on. 

• Younger children will continue learning to read, building on earlier phonics 
skills and they will focus on activities to promote physical development. 
 

 
How will my 
child be 
supported? 

 

• Those children who were already having additional support, e.g. for maths 
and English, will be supported within their group.  It will not be possible at this 
stage to facilitate interventions.   

• We request that families inform us at the earliest opportunities if there are 
any additional concerns or issues which may need additional support. 

• Early, sensitive assessment of need will be part of the class teachers’ focus 
during the first weeks.   We anticipate that many children will need to re-learn 
previously acquired skills. 
 

Will the 
behaviour 
policy be in 
force? 

 

• Yes.  While in school, children will be expected to behave in line with our 
expectations.   

 
Are there any 
extra rules? 

 

• Yes.  Older children will be expected to follow 2m social distancing rules at all 
times. 

• Any breaking of social distancing will be considered as a danger to the health 
and safety of others. 

• The first time a child has contact with another they will be given a warning 
and reminded of why we need to maintain distance. 

• A second contact will be deemed deliberate and family will be contacted to 
discuss this. 

• Any further contacts will result in the child’s invitation to be in school being 
withdrawn for the following week. 

 
What happens 
if someone in 
my child’s 
group has 
symptoms of 
coronavirus? 

 

• No adult or child should come to school if they are ill or experiencing 
symptoms of coronavirus. 

• We will follow the advice from the DfE which states, “When a child or staff 
member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they should be 
sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days.  Their fellow household 
members should self-isolate for 14 days… When the child or staff member 
tests negative they can return to their setting and their fellow household 
members can end self-isolation.  Where the child or staff member tests 
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positive, the rest of their group… should be sent home and advised to self-
isolate for 14 days.” 
Coronavirus (Covid19): Implementing protective measures in education and 
childcare setting Pg 11: 

• Any children showing symptoms will be removed from their group and placed 
in a separate isolated room.  Parents will be contacted to collect their child.  

 


